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clansmen, but generally the people settle such matters
between themselves.
Besides these strictly nomadic tribes, there is in every
part of Tibet a large proportion of the population' living
in tents, and also known as Drupa; however, their organi-
zation is not, I have been told, a tribal one, but partakes
of that prevailing in the section of country they inhabit,
and, therefore, it will be treated later on when reference
is made to the more civilized parts of eastern Tibet.
The Drupa are strictly pastoral, having herds of yak
and horses, and flocks of sheep and goats. Dogs and a
few cats, but no domestic fowls, are found among them.
The Tibetan mastiff is rarely seen in eastern Tibet, but
mongrels in which a slight strain of mastiff blood is
discernible are constantly met? and make most admira-
ble watch-dogs. These people rely on their agricultural
neighbors for barley, and the only vegetable food they eat
is choma, which grows abundantly all over the country.
Their customs are nearly identical with those of the Koko-
nor Tibetans; like them they marry only one wife, whom
they purchase from her parents; like them also they get
rid of their dead by exposure on the hillsides.
The K'amba are exceptionally fine horsemen, much
more graceful than even the Mongols. Their saddles are
also much better than those used by the'latter people, the
finest coming from Derge and Litfang. Like the Arabs
they ride with such short stirrups that the thighs are
horizontal, and use a large ringed snaffle-bit.
After spending the better part of a day with Nam-ts?o
Pur-dung, I returned to my camp, where shortly after-
ward the guide he had promised me arrived, and also
seven yak to carry the loads of my horses, Next morning
we left for Jyekundo. Following the Mar-jya kou valley